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PETER VASSILOPOULO

OCAL BOAT BUILDER

Monaro began operations in
the mid 1970s, when it started
producing 21-foot, soft- and hard-
topped sterndrive family runabouts.
Buyers quickly realized their boats
were up to doing some serious cruising,
and before long owners began taking
their Monaros to many distant corners

of the coast, including Alaska.

The fine entry hull and outstanding
balance of the boat was soon credited
for its superb seagoing qualities, and
before long, improving on an already
highly successful design, the builder
began offering the boat in several ex-
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Monaro298 DX

; nbines classic
performance with cutting-edge convenience

tended versions. The 21 was stretched
to 24 and 25.5 feet.

A brand new 27-foot model was intro-
duced in 1992 followed by a stretched
version of that a few years later when it
became the 298—essentially a 30-foot
boat. It came with single or twin gas
or diesel options. Most buyers opted
for the single diesel and practically all
boats built by Monaro came with auxil-
iary power. Outboard motors were cus-
tom fitted on the swim grid, not only in
case of engine breakdown but also as
an ideal fishing setup.

Soft-top construction gave way to
hardtop, with a few changes and modi-
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fications to the superstructure over the
years, and culminated in their latest
model—the Monaro 298 DX. This flag-
ship model now features a“glass cock-
pit” and more modern navigational
and operational electronics than ever
before seen in a Monaro, and brings
this classic builder up to speed with
the most modern powerboat manufac-
turers in the market.

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
The fine entry of the bow coupled with
the flare and rake of the hull, chines and
strakes has proven most efficient and
seaworthy in calm or rough conditions.
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Hence, there has been no change in the
basic hull’s proven design since its in-
ception. It has a 19-degree deadrise for
a soft ride in bumpy conditions.

On close inspection it was noted that
the hull, as in previous Monaro mod-
els, is hand laid up with biaxial glass-
ing at stress areas. This is done to con-
trolled specifications under contract
with West Bay Sonship’s large boat
manufacturing company. The engine
beds, linked with the main stringers,
are solid and totally encased in hand-
laid fibreglass. For hull integrity and
strength the stringers are embedded
and connected from the forward bilges
to the transom. The transom is solidly
built with robust wood laminates and
a heavy fibreglass overlay.

Construction of the superstructure
follows a similar rigid procedure as
the hull but incorporates end grain
balsa core in the cabin and hardtop.
The interior, helm and dash, sole, for-
ward storage and seat compartments,
head and shower cubicle are com-
prised of molded fibreglass with teak
trim and other quality finishing. Vent-
ing overboard and water discharge is
controlled through carefully installed
plumbing and scuppering that mini-
mizes thru-hull fittings.

The balance or pivotal point of the
boat, confirmed during test runs, is right
on the mark. Fuel tank location is on the
craft’s centre line as is the water tank
and other weight and balance determin-
ing equipment. The 150-gallon fuel tank,
30 gallons larger than standard, is alu-
minum and the water tank is fibreglass.

ON DECK The style, construction and
features of the deck are similar to the
predecessor. Being that each Monaro
is custom built to accommodate the
requirements of the buyer, the varia-
tions from one vessel to the next usu-
ally lies in a personal choice of accesso-
ries. Bomar hatches and stainless steel
cleats and one-piece welded railing are
standard. The anchor, winch and fish-
ing equipment were selected in accor-
dance with the buyer’s specifications.
The windshield is swept with a pair of
robust pantographic wipers, now stan-
dard on all 298 hardtop models.

On the forward deck, a newly de-
signed bowsprit was built to accommo-
date a new model Roca Vulcan anchor.
A Lewmar anchor winch has been fit-
ted, with remote controls at the helm.

The equipment added for fishing in-
cludes Scotty downriggers, rod hold-

ers above the aft cabin entrance, and a
large insulated Engel fish storage con-
tainer on the extended swim grid.

The auxiliary motor, a 15-horsepower
Mercury kicker is used primarily for
trolling. The swim grid has been modi-
fied on the port side to accommodate
the auxiliary outboard motor so that it
is close to the transom rather than pro-
truding off the end of the grid, where
optional removable stainless steel rail-
ings are installed at its very aft end.

The motor is fitted on an IMC hydrau-

lic lifting and lowering bracket and is
linked to a separate autopilot for remote
operation. Controls for the outboard
are located on the side of the cockpit.
Noteworthy is the ability to see forward
through that window, with a view all
the way through the windshield and be-
yond the bow. The view from the cockpit
is 360 degrees. It is similar at the helm.

INTERIOR The wheelhouse is spacious
with seating for four or five while under-
way. Two ultrasuede, luxuriously-cov- »
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ered swiveling bucket seats on slid-
ers are well positioned at the helm.
A folding table separates them from
the aft seating that has matching cov-
er material. Large windows all round
provide good visibility for all.

An overhead lighting strip runs
fore and aft along the deckhead.
The dash has been redesigned and
built to accommodate a pair of large
touch screens. One provides moni-
toring of radar, GPS and depth. The
other shows all the usual functions
that were formerly given from ana-
log gauges—digital readouts that
include speed, fuel consumption
data, leg trim, rpm and all other
usual engine data.

The forward cabin is entered by Parking downtown is
way of a companionway to port of | smooth sailing
the helm station. Construction now i

includes a fully molded sole with a
teak and holly insert. The steps and More than 15 events and festivals in
sole are also of teak and holly. To the Inner Harbour from May to September.
port along&de the COI,npanlonway 1 D) Stroll around and stop in at some of the best restaurants,
the electrical panel with all breakers Q pubs, and shops in the vibrant downtown core.
and switches for the onboard equip- _HARBOUR AUTHORITY :
ment. It also houses the radio and i .
music centre with speakers well lo www.gvha.ca o yotl'lr re(;er\;atlon o
- VHF66A reservations@gvhna.ca
cated on the forward bulkhead and 250.383.8326 ext 265 | Toll-Free: 1.877.783.8300
in the wheelhouse.

Immediately forward of that is the
galley, complete with a Novakool
fridge with adjacent working coun- N
tertop, recessed garbage bin, sink, AN
cupboards and shelving. To star- - : = .
board s the head and forward of the Your Reliable $¢ WiFi Solution
head is a general purpose cabinet
with locker, propane stove, micro-
wave oven and shelving, all amply

British Columbia

The Coastal Marine WiFi system:

lit by one of the portlights and inte- e Combines a powerful WiFi radio with * Includes a local WiFi access point

H(T);LE].D lighting. a marine grade 8dB antenna into a pre-configured with your choice of
e dinette, forward of the galley . ;

area, has a six-place table that lowers single, waterproof unit boat name and password

to convert to a double berth. Beneath * Provides enhanced sensitivity for * Includes free smartphone apps

the seating are lockers as well as the reachability, and maximum power to easily scan and select hotspots
fibreglass holding tank, which is im- for reliability

mediately aft of the robust bulkhead
dividing it from the chain locker. Be-
hind the seats, against the hull, are
spacious shelves for storing the seat
cushions and other items. The usual
sliding windows on the cabin sides
have been replaced with a pair of el-
liptical portholes and these combined
with those on either side of the hull »

@ The dual helm seats offer 360 degree
views. @ The engine compartment housing
the Volvo Penta D6 400 is spacious with good
maintenance access. € The living space is
comfortable for a boat this length.

@ The swim platform is cut away to make w I F I el . H

pace for the putboard. @ Modern electron- Visit us today! www.CoastalMarineWiFi.com
ics is a main feature for this new Monaro.
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Designed for ease of use,
the 298 DX should appeal
to new cruising couples and
old-salts alike.

provide ambient lighting to the forward
cabin, the head and the aft cabin.

The aft cabin, located directly beneath
the helm, is wide, bright and spacious.

ENGINE AND SYSTEMS The new
Volvo D6 400 diesel engine is located
in the spacious engine compartment
beneath a large hydraulically-lifted fi-
breglass hatch. The hatch’s underside
is finished with substantial sound-
proofing and can be raised and low-
ered from the helm position. Inside the
engine room copious amounts of space
allow access onto the sole and to the
surrounding plumbing, wiring, storage
and battery banks. The aluminum fuel

tank and the fibreglass water tank are
accessible forward of the engine.

The batteries include a Group 31 start-
ing battery and a Lithium Ion house
battery, plus a 2,000-watt inverter/char-
ger. This long life, sealed lightweight
battery is long lasting and fast charging.
A special switch has been added that
will facilitate jump-starting within the
system in the event of a dead battery.

In addition to the sophisticated navi-
gational and systems electronics on
board, other equipment includes satel-
lite phone and a pair of GPS operated
autopilots, one for the main engine and
another for the auxiliary outboard.

Appropriately sized trim tabs con-

A

21.5" Malibu Sport Cuddy ~ $20,000
v R —.

36' Sea Ray Sedan Bridge ~ $64,000
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trol the trimming of the level of the
boat underway. The Bennett trim tabs
on this new model are operated using
12-volt battery power. No longer are
they hydraulic, saving space and in-
creasing efficiency and obviating the
possibility of fluid leaks.

UNDERWAY Docking and heading
out are made easier with the use of the
installed bow thruster. Underway, at
trolling speeds the boat was well bal-
anced, slipping easily through the wa-
ter on a very even keel. Getting onto
the plane is practically instantaneous
with the opening of the throttle. Accel-
erating to cruising speed was equally
fast and at a modest 30 knots the en-
gine was an easy 3,100 rpm. Top speed
after engine breaking in is 40 knots at
up to 3,500 rpm, with up to 38 knots at
3,400 rpm during sea trials.

The 298 handled well, responding
quickly and positively to the helm.
Reading the data on the screens was
easy with their well-designed place-
ment. As mentioned earlier, visibility

Trade your boat for a tax receipt
& help transform lives.

Donate your boat to SALTS
and receive a tax receipt for
the fair market value

of the vessel.

donations@salts.ca | 1.888.383.6811

Proceeds from the sale of donated vessels such as these help make sail training
opportunities aboard our tall ships possible for young people from all walks of life.

WWwWw.salts.ca

Want to see less of your hard earned dollars going to tax?

Our Boat Donation Program
is a wonderful philanthropic
opportunity and the process
is fast and simple.

Give us a call - we take care
of everything and you'll rest
easy knowing you ve
made a difference.

S-A-LT-S:

SAIL AND LIFE TRAINING SOCIETY




all round was excellent. The sound-
proofing in the engine room allowed
conversation in the wheelhouse at
near normal levels of volume.

CONCLUDING REMARKS The 298
is fast and functional. Carla and I ran
an earlier version of this boat from
Campbell River to the Fraser River last
summer. It was a calm day with just
one patch of approximately 10 miles
of choppy water in the middle of the
Strait of Georgia. We followed a direct
compass course on a line between Las-
queti and Texada islands and at a sus-
tained speed of nearly 32 knots it took
us three hours to do the trip. There’s
no fun in that, some might say, but we
feel there is a time and place for every-
thing, and on that occasion we needed
to reach our destination with minimal
delay. At speed on the water, in the
right conditions, there is an exhilara-
tion that is difficult to describe. It has
to be the right boat, and the 298 Mon-
aro fits the bill.

The new Monaro has a hull that can
take some otherwise uncomfortably
rough conditions better than most
boats in the same category. We trav-
elled to Alaska once in our Monaro
27 and went through a variety of sea
conditions, some of which I would not
have attempted in another vessel of
the same dimensions. Combine this
classic performance with a new stan-
dard of digital electronics, and this
new Monaro 298 DX should be a solid
contender in the under-30-foot power-
boat market. @

THE SPECS

LOA 10.13m 332"
LWL 7.73m 25'4"
Beam 2.88m 9'5"
Draft 0.61Tm 24"
Deadrise 19 degrees

Weight 4,400kg 9,800 Ibs
Fuel 568.50L 150 USG
Water 181.92L 48 USG
Holding 68.22L 18 USG

Power Single Volvo D6 400 diesel
Outboard Mercury 15 hp four stroke.

Built in Vancouver by
Monaro Marine
monaromarine.com

Sold by
Monaro Marine
Vancouver
604-277-7433
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MARTIN MARINE

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES WITH A GREAT SELECTION

Inflatable PFD with HIT™
Neoprene ComfortCollar™ with
SecureZip™ closure and heavy-duty

Inflatable PFD with MIT™

Lighter, simpler and all-around better,
this little PFD packs a lot of benefits
into its stylish figure. coated nylon. - With or without
Manual MD2051; Automatic MD2053 safety harness MD3153

We have the new, automatic, Canadian Coast Guard
approved vests, with or without sailing harnesses!

1176 Welch Street, North Vancouver, B.C.
Phone 604-985-0911 | Toll Free 1-866-985-0911

NEW!

lllustrated Coffee
Table Book Featuring
the Pacific Northwest
Olympia to Skagway.

; The Inside Passage
mwamﬂmm

Visit us
at the authors’
booth in the
Vancouver
Boat Show

Something to show your friends
why you love to go boating.

By the author and publisher of
Docks and Destinations,
Anchorages and other guides.

Enquiries: 604-943-4198. mani

All of our books are available on line, through marine
stores and from local book stores.

Contact us at...boating@dccnet.com or through our website
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